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ALERT 
SENATE PASSES MINE SAFETY BILL 
 

 
The Senate approved by voice vote mine safety legislation (S 2803) that would require new emergency 
response measures for coal mines, enhance wireless communications and emergency breathing 
equipment in coal mines, and strengthen certain coal mine regulations. For all mines, the bill would 
impose a 15-minute reporting mandate for fatal and serious accidents, raise maximum fines to 
$220,000 for flagrant violations, impose minimum fines of $2,000 for unwarrantable failure violations 
and $4,000 for unwarrantable orders. The bill also seeks to create a mine safety research division 
inside NIOSH to improve technology and provide for scholarships and grants for training miners and 
inspectors. The House of Representatives is expected to pass the same bill, based on a bipartisan 
agreement to address mine safety issues on a fast track, due to yet another coal industry tragedy this 
week. 

*** 

For further information, please contact Henry Chajet in DC at (202) 457-6511 
(hchajet@pattonboggs.com); Mark Savit in Denver at (303) 894-6117  (msavit@pattonboggs.com); or 
Cass Weiland in Dallas at (214) 758-1504  (cweiland@pattonboggs.com); or visit our firm 
web site (www.pattonboggs.com) for additional group Alerts, Newsletters, and informational postings.  

 
Important Note: This alert does not constitute legal advice and counsel should be consulted regarding specific 
factual situations which will determine the compliance advice applicable to any particular question regarding the 
subject matter. If you would like additional information or advice and counsel on training, compliance or audits, 
please let us know.  

NOTE: You may receive this alert from other people, which often occurs. To SUBSCRIBE, change your address or to change your e-mail 
format, simply visit http://www.pattonboggs.com/News/signup.aspx. To UNSUBSCRIBE or OPT-OUT, simply e-mail 
INSIGHTS@pattonboggs.com with "UNSUBSCRIBE" in the subject line. To correspond with INSIGHTS, send your message to 
INSIGHTS@pattonboggs.com. 


